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INTRODUCTION

In the current digital age, research and innovation policy represents an important instrument towards achieving Europe’s competitiveness and
economic resilience and securing its strategic technological autonomy. In fields like computing power, Europe is determined to harness
domestic technology and reduce dependencies in high-tech areas, value and supply chains, as well as vital infrastructures. It is thus not
surprising that European digital and technical sovereignty is at the forefront of the EU policy debates.

Given the multiannual financial framework 2021-2027, Europe has a tremendous tool to strengthen the EU's global competitiveness, encourage
innovation and enable a resilient, green and digital economy. Keeping these goals in mind, CECIMO reports on EU open calls opportunities,
supported by the EU funding programmes, that will consolidate European strategic autonomy in high-level innovation and enable SMEs to
spearhead innovative advancements.

The booklet provides an overview of the different funding programmes, namely: Horizon Europe, Digital Europe Programme, European
Innovation Council (EIC) and EIC Accelerator, European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) Manufacturing, Erasmus+, as well as a
description of the Cascade funding, its relevance for SMEs and the SMART EUREKA Cluster Program on Advanced Manufacturing.

Additionally, the booklet centres around open calls for proposals within key domains such as digitisation, cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Human-Robot collaboration, Additive Manufacturing (AM), sustainability, skills development and Metaverse, among others.

CECIMO introduced this new resource, so you can find all the necessary information about the most relevant funding opportunities for the
companies and organisations in our network.



EU FUNDING PROGRAMMES

a Horizon Europe

The impact of the pandemic and following Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine, gave a new impetus to sustainable development, in
parallel with the digital and innovation spheres. The Horizon Europe 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework has allocated a
budget of €95.5 billion to the ninth funding programme (FP9). In 2021, it replaced Horizon2020 and it is expected to advance Europe’s
scientific and technological competencies. Horizon Europe is the EU's Research and Innovation programme that focuses on three main
pillars: open access to science, tackling global challenges (health, resilience, green and digital transitions) and the pursuit of an
innovative Europe through increasing European industrial competitiveness.

The 2023-2024 Work Programme focuses, among others, on the Digital, Industry and Space to speed up the clean energy transition for
a greener, more sustainable, more digital, inclusive and resilient Europe. In terms of promoting the industrial sector and emerging
technologies, the Work Programme will focus on the development of human-centric, trustworthy, safe and robust Al, Data and
Robotics. Moreover, it will support cybersecurity practices, as well as the extraction and processing of raw materials to reduce Europe’s
strategic dependencies.

For additional information about the application process, please visit the website: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf.



https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf

